"Plain Talk!" 
Text: Titus 2:1, "But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine," 

~— If I were to begin this morning by stating, "Whereas the pastor, herein- 
after to be known as the party of the first part, and the congregation of 
St. Paul's United Church of Christ, hereinafter to be known as the party of 
the second part, do hereby covenant together in that the party of the first 
past will conduct services of worship at the convenience of the party of 
the second part at a time and place to be designated by the party of the 

second part in agreegent with the party of the first part," I am sure most 

ask 
of you would KXKixxx, "Just what is he trying to say?" 

For those of you who are legally minded, you would perhaps recognize 

tkis the foregoing jargon as being something that is conveyed on deeds, and 

wills and other legal documents. For the most part we do not speak in this 

manner. To do so would perhaps be similar to the man who hurried to hear a 

certain senator speak at a local rally. He arrived late, its As he was 

witering the auditorium he met a man who was leaving. He asked him ifvthe 

senator had spoken yet. The man replied, "He is speaking now, and has been 

doing so for the last half hour." "Wh-,t is he talking aoout?asked the man. 

"I don't know," was the reply, "he hasn't said yet." 

We make light of the fact that there are times when we hear and read 

things that we cannot understand. However, it is something that actually 

happens unfortunately and it is something that is exasperating if you 

have never encountered it. Theologians are a good example of this at 

certain times. Let me try to illustrate this. Man has from the beginning 

of time, tried to show the cause and effectvof evil and how it can exist 

withouTGod being able to control it. An English theologian by the name of 

M. B. Ahem wrote a book on this subject and he entitled it, (what else?), 

he Problem of Evil. Here are a few examples of his writing: 

"It will be argued that the whole subject of God and evil has been in 
a confused state, due to failure to separate questions that are diff- 
erent and to keep in clear the precise nature of each question." 

We are lead to believe by this sentence that the author will make the 



problem clear. He goes on to say: 

"It will be shown centrally, there are three distinct kinds of problem 
"~~ about the logical capability of God and evil. It will be maintained 

that the traditional problem of evil is fundamentally an abstract prob- 
lem and that it is a problem about evil in general. It will be claimed 
that besides the traditional problem there are other distinct problems 
which concern specific evil. Some of these are fundamentally abstract 
problems which ask xx whether the existence of God is compatible with 
specific evil. The others are concrete problems which ask whether the 
conditions for compatibility are met in the whole world. The former 
class of problems will be called the specific abstract problem of evil 
and the latter class will be called the specific concrete problem of 
evil. There will then be three kinds of problem about the logical 
compatibility of God and evil designated. 

It will be argued that it is essential to distinguish the general 
problem of evil from the aksirast specific problem and that it is 
essential to distinguish the abstract problems , whether general or 
specific, from the concrete problems," 

"This study is concerned with both the specific and general problems." 

Now this may seem simple enough for the author and no doubt he knows 

exactly what he is trying to say. To make sure the reader understands all 

of this he quotes a source dating back to 3^2 BC, written by a man named 

Epicurus. 

- "God either wishes to take away evils, and is unable; or he is able, 
and is unwilling; or he is neither willing nor able; or he is both 
willing qnd able. If he is willing and s^xkx unable, he is feeble, 
which is not in accordance with the character of God; if he is able 
and unwilling, he is malicious which is equally at variance with God; 
if he is neither willing nor able; he is both malicious and feeble and 
therefore not God; if he is both willing and able, which is alone 
suitable to God, from what source are evils or why does he not remove 
them?" 

Well, I think that perhaps from all of this you have an idea of the 
point I am trying to make. And if you understand what he is talking about 
on either an abstract, specific, or concrete plane about the problem of 
evil, the specific abstract problem of evil, or the specific concrete 
abstract problem of evil, I sure wish you would tell me. 

Maybe the old conservative radio preacher had the best answer available 
about the problem xh of evil in the world. He told the story of God's 

eation and of man's disobedience to God and the result of sin and evil 
coming into the world. He wanted to prove to point to his audience beyond 
a shadow of a doubt, but he had to get Satan here on earth before the fall 
of Adam and Eve or his whole argument was lost. He shouted into the microphone 






at his unseen audience; 

"My Christian friends, do you know when Satab came upon earth? Do jiou 
know when evil came down to tempt man and to lead him away from God? 
No? Well, I'm going to tell you! 

Satan was kicked out of heaven by God who got tired of his nagging and 
he came down to iEm^fe earth to tempt man. And I want you to understand 
friends , that this happened between the second and third chapters of 
the book of Genesis." 

But you see this is a copout and doesn't answer the question at all. It 
is merely another form of douhletalk and this is what Paul was admonishing 
Titus q gainst doing. Paul was telling him to talk plainly, to give the 
f a cta and the details that are sound and true and basic. He was seeking to 
have Titus share with these people on Crete the truth plain and simple. 
Paul writes in the very first verse: "But speak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine." 

Paul's main purpose for writing to Titus in this second chapter was to 
share with him the work of a true £xsna± minister and pastor. Titus in turn 
Wv to use this knowledge in dealing with his little flock and to help them 
by instruction, by sharing with them, and by setting an example with his own 
life. 

In the 2nd vs he points out that Titus is to instruct the older men of the 
church iHxbsxsiakEK in the virtues that are admired ana respected by all. 
These instructions were not to the elders of the church but to the Senior 
Citizen men. The instructions to the women are the same in vs 5. With age 
should come wisdom, dignity and experience. Therefore an older man or woman 
can show by life and example how to live. 

In vs 4 what the older people can teach the younger is brought out. The 
young women are to be temperate, to show love for husband and family, to mind 
their own business, not be gossipers, to be clean and neat, to be obedient 
t- their husbands. This does not mean that they are to be told what to do 
feSl the time, but to work at the job of being a wifem and the husband is to 
work at being a husband. In this manner the Word of God will not be scandalized 
by improper living and those outside the church would see what it is and means 



to be a Christian. 

Vs 6 young men are advised to be sober-minded. To tend to business and 
be a proper member of society. Then Paul adds some more advice that Titus is 
to follow in his own life. In vs 9 the servants are advised in how to live 
and act. They are to be obedient and not to talk back. They are told not 
to steal from their employers which is what many of them were doing. They 
were to be truthful and faithful in the manner of Jesus Christ. 

Then the message of what God has done in the world is once again brought 
out by Paul to show the very reason for living life in a new and different 
way. And Paul closes the chapter of this letter by advising Titus, "These 
things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise 
thee." He is telling him to speak plainly and to urge his people to live in 
this manner, but also to live a life of love, sh no man can hate him. 

Thus we have a message that we can share today as well. It is a message 
0' ^lain Talk," and simple speech. It is the message of God's love for the 
world as evidenced in the life, ministry and death of Jesus Christ. In many 
areas of society we are hearing much, but understanding little. In the re- 
ligious community many voices are raised in telling us many things in multi- 
syllabled words and phrases, which few if any can understand. Instead we 
should be hearing things we can readily understand. A good example of this 
is the story a minister told about being in a dining room at lunch time. 
Before he could finish his meal and leave a man got up and announced that 
another man was going to make a speech. He introduced the Chief of the Fire 
Deaprtment, while all the while the minister was hoping he could get up to 
leave. But since he had paid for his lunch, he was determined to eat it, and 
leave as best he could. The Fire Chief started off by stating, "I aint no 
sneaker." But as he started into his speech he pointed out things most people 
v_ that room never thought of. He told how most folks never knew the number 
of the fire department and so had to look it up if needed. He told that many 
people would light a match to see how much gas was in the gas tank or can= 



-T. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost Septemder 15, \S7k 
Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Mahilyn Stephenson, Or&anc-t 
Mr, Ralph Cn-p E fti Choir Directtr 
Pam Fry*. Mary Dellen - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP IhOOA.M, 

Prelude: At An Old TRr-Ttm Place MacmwELL 

Galilee ■ Clarke 

Silent Prayer 
•Processional Hymn No, 21 
•Ascription - Choral Ameh 
•Exhortation 
•Confession On Uhison) "0 Chribt who has called ub 

IN LOVE TO Oe ONE WITH EACH OTHER AH!) WITH GoD, 
FORGIVE __ whcm we have hot oeen true to your calu 

when our families have not been one in christ directing 
ub to Christian growth through a Church United in your 
name; when we have not attempted to learm your will for 
ub; when ME have failed to UNDERSTAND our community 
and Its neeob for healthy growth. Be merciful a*d 

UNDERSTAND! NG, granting, ub F0&GIVENE86 AND THE WtLL 

and desire to grow in christian unity. amen," 
•Kvrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 
•Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor: *0 Lord open our lipb* 

•PeOPLEI ANT Our- MOUTH SHALL SHOW FORTH THV PRAISE 

•Doxdlogy No. 55' 
Scripture Lesson: Titus fl 
Hymn No. 22$ 
•Affixation of our FaItm (Apostles' Creed) 
•Gloria PatrI 
•Call to Prayer 

•Pastor! The Lord be w|tk you. 

•People: And with thy spirit* 

•Pastor: Let us Prat. 
•Prayer and Prayer Response 

_t TERI NO 



Offertory: Reverie - - - 

Anthem: Peace Be Still - - 

Sermoh: pumn TALK 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
•Hymn of Dedication No. 15 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 

Organ Pobtlude: Marche « — ■ 
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_______ • l c CNGReGAT | 0N Standing -_----___ 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have oeen placed hy 

Mr, ancj Mrs, Charles Fleegeh 
Serving as Ushers today are: *P*ul RIemer, Darly TaIt 

John Dreher, Gary Penar, and Don Kingsley. 
Deacon ANr Mrs. Rqqert Knauer will represent Council 

at the door today. 
Nursery will at provided today oy Mrs. Margaret Covert 

and Paula Stephenson. 
The attendance last Sunday was 20$. 
_*Towigkt - JsOO - youth Fellowship - 7th Grade ano up* 

Organizational Meeting - Election of Officers. 
Monday - &:_0 - FIDELITY BIBLE CLASS TUREEN DfNNER. 
Web* - 6:00 - GOLDEN CIRCLE - SALAD SMORGASBORD. 

Bring a salad and your table service - dessert 

-NP LEVERAGE WTLL De Ff~lVf-ttP« ANOTHER FEATURE 
OF THE EVENING w) L L OE A FARMERS MaRKET, SO 

qring oaked goods, jelly, candy, etc. 

Thurb, - ]0:CO - MARY MARTHA CIRCLE meeting - Items 
for the Bazaar at the Soup In Salad Supper will de 
mahe^ Bring a bandwick and dessert amc deverage 
wjll de provided. 

SepTc. 22 - NEXT SUNDAY - CONGREGATIONAL TINNER - 
Senior Christians will de honored and they are 
expected to bring nothing. others are to orin- 

GEMEROUB TUREENS - 5l30, CHET StaUFFER WiLL DE M, 

Hospitalized: Cathy Sheppeck Room **l_ 
Monday - Sept. 16 - 7*3_ - Spiritual Council w:ll 
have a meeting. 
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2nd vs, P point out T 2 instruct older men of 
church in virtues admired respected by all 
Tb^se instructs not elders church, but Senior citiz 
m( 
I ructs 2 women same vs. 3 
;,'ith age come wisdom/dignity/experience 
there4 older man/woman show by life/examp how liv 

vs 4 what older peop can teach younger 
Yg womwn be temp, show love 4 hus & fam, 
mind own bus, no gossip, be clean/neat, 
obedient hus* 
Not mean be told wh„t do all time, but be wife 
& hus work at be hus. 
In this manner tfoffd of God not scandalized by 
improper liv & those outside church see what is 
Si mean3 be Xpien* 

vs 6, yg men advised be sober minded,, 
tend bus, be proper member society. 

Then P adds some advice f 2 follow own life 

In vs 9, servants told how live/ R ct 
2 be obed, no talk back, 
no steal as many did from employer, 
they 2 be truthflul/faithful in manner Js. Xp. 

i'hen message what God did in world again brot out 
by P. to show reason for liv life in new diff way 

P. close chap by advise T., 

"These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all 
a\ ority". Let no man despise thee." 

He tell speak plainly, urge peop live this manner, 
but also liv life of love, so no man hate U 

Thus have message 4 2day as well. 
It message "Plain Talk," & simple speech 
It messahe God's love as evidenced in life/min/det( 
Js. Xp. 
Many areas society hear much/understand little 
In rel. comm, many voice raise tell many thing in 
multi-syllabled words/phrases, few if any understand 

Insted should be hear things readily understood. 
Good examp minister at lunch ^/ — 
(Illustration fireman making speech) JP^_ 

W"rt makeefireman speech so wonderfuj? 
me from heart 
It just "PLAIN TALK" 
Wot fancy adjectives/flowery P hl 'a se 3> v ,„ ( , T ,- 1 -/ a0 ul 
but basics he knew bout job j. ae put neans/auui 
in it 



"Plain Talk I ' 



"ii : Tijus 2:1, "apeak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine." _^t»/ 

If I began this morn by saying, (read whereas etc.) 
Most U would ask, "What he try say? 
Those who legal mind recognize (fgoing jargon as 
something conveyed, deeds/wills, legal documents 

4- most part, no speak this manner. 
u 2 do so be like man want here senator speak 
Pr, (Illustration senator speak) 

We make lite fact times we hear/read things no under 
stand 
However, it actual happen unfortunately, 8= this 
exasperating if tJ ever encountered it. 
Theolog's good exam this at times 
Let me illustrate: 

Han from start time tried show cause/effect evil, 
& how it can exist without God be able control it. ' 
Kng. theo. by name M.B.Ahern wrote book, 
called, (What else?) The Problem Of Evil. 

Here exmps his writting: 
(Illustrate this) 

I think perhaps all U have idea point I make, 
If U understand what he talk about on either an 
attract, specific, or concrete plane abouis probler 
6 evil, 

the specific abstract problem of evil, or the 
specific concrete abstract problem of evil, 
I sure wish U tell me. 

Maybe old conserv preach had best answer bout evil 
(Illustration this radio preacher) jbf j/ 
But this only copout, & doesn't answer quest eithei 
Merely nother form doub/talk* 
This P. admonish Titus about 
lie tell T. talk plainly, give facts & details 
that sound/true/basic 

He seek have T share with peop. Crete truth plain 
& simple. 

P. write 1st vs, (read text) 
i P's main purp 2nd chap share with T, work of true 
minister & pastor. 

Sin turn 2 use knowl in deal little flock & _ . . , 
el P by instruct, by share, by set examp own life 



4? 



This what P. had mind b*? AU when wrote T. 3/ 

Timeless words, just true 2day as were 1900 yr ago 

Wo - s that should speak 2day to young & old/married 
& t ngle/children/grandchildren, 
"4._j.IN TALK" that Js. Xp. is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever." 

Let us always remem 2, "Speak thou the things which 
become sound doctrine." 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



